Speech #5 Chief Joseph’s Surrender Speech

Name _____________________________________

Annotate
all readings by highlighting the main idea in yellow; the best evidence
supporting in blue, and any interesting phrases in green.
READ CLOSELY AND SHOW EVIDENCE OF THINKING BY ANNOTATING.

In 1877, the military announced that the Chief Joseph and his tribe of Nez Perce had to
move onto a reservation in Idaho or face retribution. Desiring to avoid violence, Chief
Joseph advocated peace and cooperation. But fellow tribesmen dissented and killed
four white men. Knowing a swift backlash was coming, Joseph and his people began to
make their way to Canada, hoping to find amnesty there. The tribe traveled 1700 miles,
fighting the pursuing US army along the way. In dire conditions, and after a five day
battle, Chief Joseph surrendered to General Nelson A. Miles on Oct. 5, 1877 in the Bear
Paw Mountains of Montana Territory, a mere 40 miles from the Canadian border. The
Chief knew he was the last of a dying breed, and the moment of surrender was
heartbreaking.
The Speech
Tell General Howard I know his heart. What he told me before, I have it in my heart. I
am tired of fighting. Our Chiefs are killed; Looking Glass is dead, Ta Hool Hool Shute is
dead. The old men are all dead. It is the young men who say yes or no. He who led on
the young men is dead. It is cold, and we have no blankets; the little children are
freezing to death. My people, some of them, have run away to the hills, and have no
blankets, no food. No one knows where they are – perhaps freezing to death. I want to
have time to look for my children, and see how many of them I can find. Maybe I shall
find them among the dead. Hear me, my Chiefs! I am tired; my heart is sick and sad.
From where the sun now stands I will fight no more forever.

WRITE A REFLECTION (3 paragraphs-5 sentences each)-This needs to be
submitted through google classroom.
1st paragraph that reflects on what the writer said
- Here’s where you summarize the main points of the story

Speech #5 Chief Joseph’s Surrender Speech
2nd paragraph that reflects on the writer’s style
- How does the author use rhetorical devices (similes, metaphors,
symbols etc.)
- What is the theme/author’s message

3rd paragraph that reflects the reader’s thoughts on the content of the
Story
- Here’s where you can discuss your reaction to the story, did it speak
to you? Did you like it, why or why not?

